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For VCSE Organisations: A Gateway to Grants and Growth 

The Social Impact Gateway (SIG) is a new service run by Social Enterprise Kent (SEK) 
and Medway Voluntary Action (MVA) designed to connect Voluntary, Community and 
Social Enterprise (VCSE) organisations with new sources of grant funding — and to 
make the application process simpler, fairer, and more transparent. 

Whether you're a grassroots community group or a well-established charity, the 
Gateway gives you access to corporate and public sector partners who are ready to 
invest in projects that tackle inequality, improve wellbeing, and build stronger 
communities. 

 

What Is the Social Impact Gateway? 

The SIG is a grant-making platform and support service that enables VCSE 
organisations to: 

✔ Apply for grant opportunities designed in partnership with funders 

✔ Receive support with compliance, monitoring, and reporting 

✔ Connect with like-minded organisations for partnership and collaboration 

✔ Build relationships with corporate partners looking to invest in real community work 

We know the funding landscape can be complex — this service is here to simplify 
things, increase access, and ensure that those doing the work on the ground can secure 
the resources they need. 

 

What You Get as a VCSE Partner 

• Simple sign-up process to access new grant opportunities 

• Capacity-building support to help strengthen your applications 

• Guidance on compliance and reporting, where required 

• Opportunities to collaborate with other organisations through joint bids or 
shared projects 

• Eligibility checks and support to help meet funder requirements 

• A fair, transparent selection process led by an independent panel (sometimes 
including funders) 



 

 

Why This Matters 

The Procurement Act 2023 encourages public sector and corporate funders to deliver 
“public benefit” as part of their contracts. Many want to fund credible, local 
organisations — but don’t always know where to find you or how to manage the 
process. 

That’s where SIG comes in: we bridge the gap between VCSEs and funders who are 
serious about community investment. And we make sure it works well for both sides. 

 

How It Works 

1. You sign up once to join the Social Impact Gateway 

2. We notify you when relevant funding opportunities go live 

3. You apply through our simple application process 

4. A decision panel reviews and awards grants 

5. We support you with monitoring and reporting (if required by the funder) 

6. You receive funding and deliver the work you're great at 

7. We help share your impact — with the funder and the wider world 

 

Who Can Join? 

✔ Charities, CICs, CIOs, social enterprises, community groups 

✔ Operating in East Kent and Medway and Swale 

✔ Working to address social justice issues like poverty, inequality of access to health, 
food insecurity and many more. We welcome organisations working in the creative and 
cultural space who are using their practice to address these issues.  

 

Join a New Ecosystem of Funding and Collaboration 

This isn’t just another grant portal — it’s a growing network of VCSEs and funders 
committed to long-term, meaningful impact. If you’re ready to connect with new 
opportunities and amplify your impact, we’d love to hear from you. 

       Sign up or get in touch: SIG@sekgroup.org.uk  
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